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Inside, we
also
talk about:

» GGNET-Pg 3
« Member spotlight - Pg 6

+ Clinical Directory- Pg 8

Do you have news,
events or research to
share?
Contact us!

Email:
infoeafricangcassociation.org



GGNET is divided into regional
groups and the African regional

group is being co-led by our very
own Mohamed Zahir. Priorities were
set and one of the key activities that
AGCA will be assisting with under
this banner is clinical genetics
workforce mapping. Please look out
for upcoming surveys. Your
participation will provide us with an
accurate picture of what is
happening in Africa and we can use
this information to leverage for
more resources in our settings.

Global Genomics Network

for Education and Training
(GGNET)

By Nakita Laing, Michelle Bishop and
Mohamed Zabhir

One of the most exciting developments is
that we had three board members invited
to Bogota, Colombia, to the 3rd GGNET
Summit (as one of only 100 invitees).
GGNET’s focus is on workforce education
and training as the critical “last mile” in
implementation and delivery of genomic
medicine aiming to bring this into routine
practice in a way that is scalable,
affordable, sustainable and equitable.
We presented a poster on the data from
our inaugural meeting as well as AGCA's
development and goals.
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Inaugural World Human
Genetics Day (WHGD)
with Human Genetics

Awareness Association o
(BIGAA) Genetics
By Mohamed Zalhir Day (WHGD)

The talk “challenged
conventional narratives by
positioning Africa not only in

A terms of need or burden, but
Day oA\ as central to shaping the future
Theme: - of genomic medicine”

Human Genetics for Health, Awareness,
de-stigmatization, and the Future of

genomics in Africa /N Please visit the HUGAA website here
Connecting Research, Medicine, and Communities /



https://www.hugaa.org/whgd

Africa-Asia Society
of Medical
Genomics (AASMG)

By Nakita Laing

Contact: thanyachai.suregmail.com

We have also been invited to join AASMG which is also pushing genetic counselling as an
agenda. This is a group of clinical genetics professionals coming together across Africa
and Asia. They are looking for more people to join the society so if you are working in a
clinical setting as a medical geneticist or genetic counsellor in Africa please consider
joining. They have an exciting conference coming up from 25-27 November 2026 in
Bangkok, Thailand (likely to be hybrid). This will be the Second Africa Asia Society of
Medical Genomics Joint Conference with the Thai Medical Genetics and Genomics
Medicine Association. They are looking at very exciting topics with speakers from Asia and
Africa and promises to be a wonderful learning experience. We encourage all of you make
contact with them or attend. Please contact Professor Thanyachai Sura (email above)

HUMAN GENOME ORGANISATION HU G O . Gene th
Counselling Standing

\y AYA\ Committee
By Nakita Laing

Since the launch of AGCA, many of the board members have been invited to join
international collaborations. One of these major collaborations has been with HUGO as a
member of the GC Standing committee. Their goals are to bring genetic counselling to
low- and middle-income countries which align well with AGCA. Part of the mandate of the
HUGO GC standing committee is:

« Provide a global voice for upskilling and capacity building in genetic counselling, with

a focus on equity and inclusion across regions, particularly LMICs.

 Advocate for access to training in genetic counselling for non-genetic healthcare
professionals involved in genetic and genomic testing.

As part of this they have asked that each organisation, represented by its chair on the
committee, also please nominate a young emerging leader within their organisation for
education on how these committees work, upskilling in leadership skills and continuity in
future committees. We are pleased to announce that Mr Ahmed-Sherrif Kanvela Yussif was
nominated to this role and he has also become the secretary for the group which was
much appreciated. Learn more about Ahmed later in our "Spotlight on a genetic
counselling professional or student" section. Learn more about HUGO here: HUGO
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https://www.hugo-international.org/genetic-genomic-counselling/

To participate

Research Survey

Opportunity click here:
10 Minute
By Augustine Gyening surveyM

AFRICAN GENETIC

COUNSELLING ASSOCIATION
(AGCA)

Empowering Genetic Counsellors. Advancing Genetic Healthcare.
Strengthening Africa.

p



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSffaiVUsVVKHSu28lc69Xt7ykj6O_8kEZqnFojO9S0OfkjTEg/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSffaiVUsVVKHSu28lc69Xt7ykj6O_8kEZqnFojO9S0OfkjTEg/viewform?usp=header
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSffaiVUsVVKHSu28lc69Xt7ykj6O_8kEZqnFojO9S0OfkjTEg/viewform?usp=header

Spotlight on a
Genetic Counselling
professional or
Student

By Ahmed-Sherrif Yussif

"With advances in genomics and
genetic counselling across the African
continent, genetic counsellors have the

opportunity to be part of a movement
shaping the future of genomic care on
the continent.”

Join us today - Become a
member!

We can only grow with people working
together!

Become a member and enjoy access to
our listserve where we share upcoming
course information, access to expert
genetic counsellors across Africa and
potential collaborations as well as free
webinars.

With more members, collective power
becomes possible and we can bring
increased opportunities to our
continent.



https://africangcassociation.org/membership-sign-up/

New Intern
Volunteer

By Aphiwe Khoza

"Do the best you can until you
know better. Then when you
know better, do better."

Volunteers Needed

We are so excited about all of these
conversations coming together and
bringing opportunities for growth of
genetic counselling in Africa. In order to
do the work we aim to do we need your
help! As an Exco committee we are a
small number, but with all of you by our
side we can achieve so much more!

We would like to take this opportunity to
invite you to join our association by signing
up as an official member. In addition, if you
would like to serve on one of our sub-
committees and assist with advancing this
profession we invite you to submit your CV
to: infoeafricangcassociation.org




AFRICAN GENETIC

COUNSELLING ASSOCIATION ¢
(AGCA) il

Empowering Genetic Counsellors. Advancing Genetic Healthcare.
Strengthening Africa.
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First African Rare Disease Clinical & Genomic Workshop

A wonderful opportunity awaits you to participate in the First African Rare Disease
Clinical & Genomic Workshop, which will take place from 24-27 August 2026 in Kinshasa,
Democratic Republic of the Congo. Organized by the African Rare Diseases Initiative

(ARDI), African Society of Human Genetics (AfSHG), and the Centre de Référence des
Maladies Rares et Non-Diagnostiquées (CRMRND), this workshop is designed to
strengthen clinical and genomic expertise for the diagnosis of rare diseases across
Africa. Unlike a traditional scientific conference, this workshop emphasizes hands-on,
case-based learning. Participants will work alongside an international faculty of experts
through practical sessions.

Important Date or Events

What: First African Rare Disease Clinical &
Genomics Workshop

When: 24-27 August 2026

Where: Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of the
Congo

App|y: First African Rare Disease Workshop



https://ardi.africa/workshop.html
https://forms.gle/ifJF6QpLenEkAJRT6

AFRICAN GENETIC
COUNSELLING ASSOCIATION |
(AGCA) f_ E¥

Empowering Genetic Counsellors. Advancing Genetic Healthcare.
Strengthening Africa.

/

E
COURSE DATES
8 Weeks | 07 Sept — 01 Nov 2026
[<3]

FORMAT
Online

COURSE ENROLLMENT FEE

R3000.00

Apply here (or QR Code below):

Enquiries:
Ms Malebo Malope
mmalope@sun.ac.za

Stellenbosch Medicine and Health Sciences

HFNJ:F\'FESSI;FT‘VH. EyeNzululwazi ngezoNyango neMpilo
UNIVERSITEIT Geneeskunde en Gesondheidswetenskappe

Important Information

What: Introduction to Clinical Genetics Online
Short Course (Stellenbosch University)

When: 7 Sept - 1 Nov 2026 (8 weeks)

Where: SUNOnline - fully online short course
APP'YiRegister here

Enquiries: mmalopeesun.ac.za



https://scapplication.sun.ac.za/?offeringid=6305655d-7386-f111-ac2b-005056801c40

—— Next issue loading ——

Watch this space!

There is more to come!

AFRICAN GENETIC COUNSELLING
ASSOCIATION (AGCA)

New Webinar
Series
(Dates TBC)

. Prenata|.Ge.netiC‘ e : A special thanks to AfSHG for
Counselling in Africa : being the parent organisation

African Sﬂfie[‘/ of and encouraging this association
Human Genetics to be formed.

 Pedigree drawing
workshop

e African Genetic
Services Research
Showcase

e Cancer Genetic
Counselling in Africa

Don’t miss out on these
as well as other

opportunities - join
today!


https://africangcassociation.org/
mailto:info@africangcassociation.org
https://africangcassociation.org/
https://www.instagram.com/geneticcounselafrica?utm_source=ig_web_button_share_sheet&igsh=ZDNlZDc0MzIxNw==
https://x.com/agca_official?s=11
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